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largely coincides, except in names and places, with a play, The
JJreake±t goes to the JFall, first printed in 1600, after it had been
several times presented. The exact relationship between the stoiy
and the play, or perhaps an eniHer play with a similar plot, is un-
certain. Sir David Lyndsay's comedy, Phi lot us (1603), has similar
conespondences to the last story, " Philotus and Emelia," another
of the five " forged only for delight." But whether Rich borrowed
from the theatre or the theatre diamatized stones from Rich is yet
undetermined.
" Sappho, Duke of Man ton a," abounds in the entanglements, " Sappho,
wandering adventures, dangeis and escapes, and ultimate disen- &u&f °f
tanglemcnt and reconciliation, characteristic of the late Greek
romances. Sappho is a noble at the court of the Emperor Claudius.
Of a frank and straightforward disposition, he falls a victim to a
plot to discredit him with the emperor, and is banished. With his
wife he retires into exile, and lives at Tariffa, in Macedonia, where
they subsist in the deepest poverty. The man in whose house they
live makes love to the disguised duchess; and prosecuting the duke
for his debts, compels him to leave his wife in pawn and go to seek
his fortune. The duke makes his way towards the famous city of
Cayre, and in a wilderness loses his little son Aurelianus. The boy
is found starving by the Duke of Vasconia, who takes him to his
court and brings him up as an esquire. Subsequently, the Duke of
Vasconia's daughter falls in love with Aurelianus, and persuades
him to run away with her. They escape to Cherona, where Duke
Sappho is now the parish sexton. He takes a liking to the runaways
and gives them lodging in his house. But Aurelianus, under the name
of Sylvanus, goes forth in his turn to woo the goddess Fortune. He is
received into the army of the Emperor Claudius, engaged in fighting
the Turks. Meanwhile, Claudius has recalled Sappho, and placed
him in command of the Imperial forces. The Turks are routed ;
Sylvanus, alias Aurelianus, gains high distinction in the battle. But
the Duke of Vasconia recognizes the abductor of his daughter.
Sylvanus and his wife are both condemned to death. As it happens,
however, Sappho overhears accidentally that Sylvanus was picked up
in the desert, and that his real name is Aurelianus. Mutual recog-
nition and general rejoicing ensue. By a like fortunate conjunction
of events, his wife and daughter are also restored to him, and the

